sandiegouniontribune.com 


The San Diego 


Union-Cribune 


WEDNESDAY « MARCH 21, 2018 


$1.85 


PLUS TAX 


S.D. OKs 
500-BIN 
HOMELESS 
STORAGE 
CENTER 


City Council votes 8-1 for 
Sherman Heights facility; 
residents voice concerns 


BY GARY WARTH 


The San Diego City Council on 
Tuesday approved a 500-bin stor- 
age center for homeless people to 
usein Sherman Heights, a scaled- 
down version ofthe 1,000-bin facil- 
ity proposed by Mayor Kevin 
Faulconer. 

During a four-hour hearing on 
what the city has called a transi- 
tional storage center, residents of 
Sherman Heights and Logan 
Heights told council members 
their neighborhood already has a 
large homeless population and is 
experiencing many issues affect- 
ing their quality of life, which they 
said would get worse if the center 
opened. 

The council voted 8-1 in favor of 
the center, with Councilman 
David Alvarez opposed. The plan 
approved Tuesday addressed sev- 
eral issues raised by community 
members. 

Testimony from residents 
Tuesday often was emotional, es- 
pecially from children who attend 
Our Lady’s School, a Catholic 
school within 15 feet of the facility 
planned for 116 S. 20th. St. 

The school’s playground has 
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LOCAL MOM 
ON VIRAL 
VIDEO TO BE 
FREED FROM 
DETENTION 


Immigration judge OKs 
release as case proceeds 


BY KATE MORRISSEY 


A National City woman whose 
arrest by Border Patrol in front of 
her three daughters became a vi- 
ral video will be allowed to return 
to her family while her case is proc- 
essed, an immigration judge de- 
cided Tuesday. 

Border Patrol agents, includ- 
ing two in plainclothes, arrested 
Perla Morales-Luna ona Saturday 
afternoon early this month as she 
walked with her daughters in front 
of their apartment complex. Two 
videos of the arrest went viral sev- 
eral days later after a teacher of 
one of the daughters shared them 
on Facebook. 

After videos surfaced, Border 
Patrol said that agents targeted 
Morales-Luna “for being in the 
country illegally” and also said the 

SEE ARREST ¢ A10 


SPORTS 


ALL-ACADEMIC 
TEAM NAMED 


BD D6 - The Union-Tribune’s 
All-Academic Team honors 
high school juniors and 
seniors who participate in 
varsity sports and maintain a 
grade-point average of 3.0 or 
better. For the 2017-18 winter 
season, 4,202 student-athletes 
were recognized. 


JAY JANNER AP 


A law enforcement officer runs to the scene after somebody set off an incendiary device Tuesday in a donation box at a Goodwill 
store in southern Austin, Texas, adding to the fears of a city that has been terrorized by a serial bomber. 


BOMBER CONTINUES 
TERRORIZING TEXAS 


Authorities get first crucial break in case, recover intact explosive device at FedEx store 


BY MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE 


AUSTIN, Texas 

As astring of bombings contin- 
ued Tuesday near the Texas capi- 
tal, authorities recovered what 
could be the first crucial break in 
the case — an intact package con- 
taining an explosive device that 
may have been sent out for delivery 
by asuspected serial bomber. 

The package was retrieved by 
authorities after an early-morning 
explosion at a FedEx facility 60 


miles south of Austin, the fifthina 
series of bombings this month that 
have left two people dead, four oth- 
ers injured and rattled a city known 
forits urban cool. 

Late Tuesday, somebody set off 
a device in a donation box at a 
Goodwill store in southern Austin, 
seriously injuring a man in his 30s, 
authorities said. 

The Austin Police Department 
said on Twitter that it was not a 
bomb but an incendiary device, 
and that authorities had no reason 


to believe the incident was related 
tothe package bombs. Designed to 
start fires, incendiary devices do 
not explode but release their ener- 
gy more slowly. 

Scott Stewart, a former investi- 
gator for the U.S. State Depart- 
ment and now a vice president ofa 
global security firm, said the dis- 
covery of the intact package could 
be a “gold mine” for investigators. 
Even a sophisticated explosives ex- 
pert, he said, could leave behind 
telltale signs such as hair and fibers 


while assembling a device. 

The tactics in the bombings 
have shifted since the first explo- 
sion. Initially the bombs were left 
on front porches, then alongside a 
roadway with a tripwire attached, 
then shipped through FedEx. The 
explosion early Tuesday occurred 
as the package was being moved 
along a conveyor belt, being read- 
ied for delivery. 

The bombings have reverber- 
ated across the nation. 
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HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


Crossroads of the West Gun Show customers wait in line at the Del Mar Fair- 
grounds last Saturday. Gun shows are held at the fairgrounds five times a year. 


DEL MAR CITY OFFICIALS ASK STATE BOARD TO 
DISCONTINUE GUN SHOWS AT FAIRGROUNDS 


BY PHIL DIEHL 


The city of Del Mar is ask- 
ing the directors of the state- 
owned fairgrounds to end the 
popular Crossroads of the 
West Gun Show that is held 
there five times a year. 

Members of the City 
Council also are appealing to 
78th District Assemblyman 
Todd Gloria, D-Mission Hills, 
and state Sen. Toni Atkins, 
D-San Diego, to craft legisla- 
tion that would prohibit gun 
shows at the facility. 

The plea to discontinue 
the show, part of a broader 
resolution the council ap- 
proved Monday calling for 
“responsible gun safety regu- 


1,000 


Members in the political 

group San Diego County 

Gun Owners, formed in 
October 2015 


fore a worldwide demon- 
stration against gun violence 
prompted by last month’s 
deadly school shooting in 
Parkland, Fla. 

“What’s really at the heart 
of this is the national 
trauma,” said Mayor Dwight 
Worden, referring to the 
string of school shootings, in- 
cluding the one in Parkland 
where a troubled former stu- 


Another school shooting 
occurred Tuesday morning, 
this time an example of what 
many firearms advocates call 
“a good guy with a gun.” 

An armed school resource 
officer at a high school in 
Maryland shot and killed a 17- 
year-old student who, bran- 
dishing a handgun, had shot 
and wounded two other stu- 
dents in a hallway. Many peo- 
ple are praising the officer’s 
reaction, saying he stopped 
what could have been a worse 
tragedy. 

Gun shows may be legal, 
Worden said, but cities 
should be able to ban them 
the same way they ban por- 
nography and cigarettes in 


TRUMP CALLS 
PUTIN, OFFERS 
CONGRATULATIONS 
ON RE-ELECTION 


President’s national security team 
had advised against the move 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG & DAVID NAKAMURA 


WASHINGTON 
President Donald Trump congratulated 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on his over- 
whelming re-election victory, despite specific 
warnings from his national security advisers 
against the move, which were included in a sec- 
tion in his briefing materials in all-capital letters 
stating “DO NOT CONGRATULATE,” accord- 
ing to officials familiar 
with the phone call 
made on Tuesday. 
Trump also chose 
not to heed talking 
points from aides in- 
structing him to con- 
demn Putin about the 


LEGAL SETBACK 


BD A4 - President 
Trump faces new 

legal jeopardy after 
a lawsuit stemming 
from an accusation 


recent poisoning ofafor- of sexual assault is 
mer Russian spy in the allowed to proceed 
United Kingdom with a p 


powerful nerve agent, a 
case that the British and U.S. governments have 
blamed on Moscow. 

The president’s conversation with Putin, 
which Trump called a “very good call,” 
prompted fresh criticism of his muted tone 
toward one of the United States’ biggest geopo- 
litical rivals amid the ongoing special counsel in- 
vestigation into Russia’s election interference 
and the Trump campaign’s contacts with Rus- 
sian officials. 

Although the Trump administration has 
taken a tougher stance toward Russia recently 
— including new sanctions last week on some 
entities for election meddling and cyber attacks 
— the president has declined to forcefully join 
London in denouncing Moscow for the poison- 
ing of Sergie Skripal and his daugh- 


lations,” comes just days be- dent killed 17 people. SEE GUN SHOWS e A9 SEE PUTIN e° A7 
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